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P & C Meeting

Monday 9 Nowember

7.30pm- Staff Common Room

All Welcomel!!

From the Principal

| am never ever going to say that we are unlikely to have another flood this year.
Thank you to all the parents who took the lead from regional ABC radio. Just a
reminder that we generally can announce the status of the school immediately
before or after the 6.30am news. Congratulations to our HSC students who literally
went with the flow to access their exams in three different centres in difficult
conditions. While we are thanking people, Peter Derham and Josh Gorman did a
mighty job looking after 10 students when their excursion became an inland sea in
the Never Never area. People always seem fascinated by the floods in Bellingen.
Country people just do what has to be done and get on with it. May we never change.

Robert Stockton

From the Deputy Principal
Welcome back to Term 4!

All school terms are busy times and this one is no exception with only nine weeg, including two
school development days at the end of term. Our best wishes are curnetly with our Year 12
students sitting the Higher School Certificate exams. All students from other years will encounter
formal assessment tasks this term as well and those should be treated very seriously as they may
influence their 2010 class placements Preparation and thorough planning is essential.


http://www.bellingen-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/

| would like to congratulate our newly elected Captains, Vice Captains and Prefects; Esther
Henderson, Tristan Cadman Gibbings, Kathryn Davis, Billy Mills, Shantel Stahn and Robert
Sherrington.

The school student body hasselected extremely competent ambassadors to represent them. | look
forward to working with them. An Assembly next Monday 2™ November will be held to formally
induct our 2010 Captains.

David Harris

From the Careers Advisor

This i s a busy time of the year for all students. Year 10 should be at the stage
where they have their Work Experience finalised i.e. the work placement sheet
signed by the employer, the student and the parents and returned to school.

Year 11 students this wee Kk visited the Southern Cross Uni Open Day at Coffs
Harbour. There is also an overnight excursion to the Gold Coast/Brisbane Unis in
late November. Permission notes are available from the Careers Staffroom.

Year 12 students are sitting for their final ex ams now. There is a free Advisory
Service available from 17 t December to 8 ! January 1300300687 or online at
www.cas.det.nsw.ed.au.

There is a vacancy for an apprentice chef at Anchors Wharf, Urunga. If any
students are interested they need to call Ste ve on 66555588. Also, Birch, Carroll
& Coyle and Crazy Prices are recruiting now for casual employees.

John Kocek

Gold and Silver Excursions

st

The Gold Excursion will occur on Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 " December with

overnight accommodation at Seaworl d Nara Resort. We will visit Movieworld on
Tuesday and Dreamworld and Whitewater World on Wednesday. The cost will be $210

with a non -refundable deposit of $50 which should have already been paid to the Front
Office . The balance of $160 is due by Friday 13™ November.

The Silver Excursion is on Tuesday 1 ' December visiting Dreamworld (including
Whitewater World). Cost of this excursion is $80 with a non refundable deposit

already paid to the Front Office. The balance of $30 is to be paid by Friday 13 th
November.

Students will only be eligible to attend the excursions if they have reached the Silver
or Gold level.  Students must not have been on L evel 3 or above during the year and
have abided by the school's uniform code.

Please contact Mr. Rob Wick  ham or Ms Julie Taylor for more information.



School Based Traineeship

There is a position vacant for a current Year 10 student for Certificate Il in Animal
Studies at the Pet Porpoise Pool in Coffs Harbour for one day a week. More details
are:

1 Commence ment will be by the end of this year to enable you to work over the
school holidays ;

1 RTO will be North Coast TAFE and you will be able to complete the training via
TVET,

1 You need to study Marine Science or be prepared to study by Distance Education as
part of the HSC ;

1 There is a strong possibility of full -time employment and training after th e HSC and
successful completion;

91 Closing date is 13 November 2009.

See Mrs Gorman for an application form.

Rock and Water Camp

Last Sunday six Year 10 students and f our Year 11 students participated in a 3 day
mentoring camp out at the Y2A site in Gleniffer along with men from the local community

(as part of the Bellingen Mentoring Group) to participate as a group in personal growth
activities along with some site imp ~ rovement and construction tasks.

After arriving at lunch we went straight into camp preparation for the three days
consisting of helping Paul to set the kitchen up, erecting tents and sleeping quarters and
firewood splitting. On completion of these tasks we were able to sit in our first circle of
the camp where much oO0sharingd took place.

After this session it was games time and then dinner followed by some excellent stories

from the men themselves on the camp. It was not long after retiring for the nigh t that we
experienced out first rain shower of the camp and the young men went to sleep with the
beautiful sound of much needed rain falling on the roof of the long house.

At first light however they were awoken to the first streams of water starting to i nundate
their sleeping area which led to 30 frantic minutes where every man was on a shovel of

some description digging a trench around the longhouse to divert water. This quick
response worked brilliantly and stood our valley in good stead for future plu mbers and
earthy movers amongst the young men with Jasper and Michael proving excellent
foremen with their card skills throughout the activity.

As the rain continued through the day it was obvious our builder, Dave Bruce, would be
unable to work in the co  nditions and so plan B went into action; thanks for putting your
hand up anyway Dave.

Paul and Alon went into preparation for the sweat lodge, a new experience for the Year 10

lads however the Year 11 men are old hands at them now having completed two. A nyone
who has tried to light a fire in the rain without synthetic aids will appreciate the efforts of

our group as a makeshift lean  -to was constructed over the fire to heat the rocks as well

as dry straw brought in from Bello so that the fire could be star ted in the correct manner.



The end result was a roaring fire and the sweat lodge was on 0 Paul and Alon 8 you two
guys are legends.

After the lodge we all had dinner and then were joined by more local men from the
Bellingen | group where we were able to sit again in a circle for much of the night.

The next morning we were greeted with continued heavy rain and news of flooding in the
local area and so an evacuation of the site went into swing from first light where the boys
were ferried (not literally) in ~ to North Bellingen where plans were made for those unable to
get home to stay safely until the bridge reopened.

An excursion with as much packed into i1t as
have happened without the help of the community and | woul d like to take this
opportunity to thank the following people;

Paul the cook, Alon & you are a genius, Lloyd Palmer for helping fund food and stories

that will be told for years to come, the men from Bellingen | who travelled out in atrocious
conditions t o sit with the young men 0 Claus, Russell, Mark and Paul, Y2A for the
availability of the site without any construction being able to take place 0 thanks
Jonathon, John and Shelly Hedges for putting up with a mob of hungry young men until

they could get ho me, Bruce Mills, Toby Cuthel and the SES, Bob Stockton for your
support of this unique program and all the parents of these young men for allowing them

to experience something like this.

Anyone interested in joining the mentor group, wishing to help fund this brilliant
community program or simply to find out more please contact either Peter Denham at the
school on 66551315 or Josh Gorman on 0427555444,

Peter Denham
|\ J

t
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Year 9 News
Laptops, Leadership, Europe,
Year 10 and Beyond

The La ptops - Yes, they are finally coming! The computers will arrive in school Week
4 of this term, but there are a few things that need to be organised BEFORE you get
your hands on them:

a) All parents/guardians must sign the accompanying documents.
b) You must have an active DET computer log -in and password.
Computers cannot be gi ven out without these in place! Our Technical Support Officer,

David Tune will run through the procedure with the students.

Year 9 Parent Meeting
(Students vey welcome)

Tuesda y November 10 , 2009
5.30-6.30pm - Bellingen High Library

To be discussed: J Laptops (including paperwork to be signed)
Europe Trip 2011

J
J Year 9 Leadershi p Program
J  Year 10 and 11 at Bellingen High

Staff attending - Bob Stockton (Principa [), Tom Gyenes (Year Advisor),
David Tune (Technical Support Officer).

For students who have the required documents and passwor ds, you will receive your
laptop in Week 5 on a day to be announced.
Tom Gyenes
Year 9 Advisor

Year 10 Silver Awards - Semester 1

Ashley Alford, Chantelle Brewer, Renee Buckley, Milly Burley, Angela Cheney, Hannah
Condran, Sarah Condran, Hannah Duckhs, Josh Forbes, Cassandra Gilmore, AJ
Hancock, Sally Hull, Kayla Imrie, Jasmine Kelsey, Matthew Keough, Lachlan Koudela,
Shannon McMahon, Gabriel Miller, Courtney Muss, Rhiannah Neaves, Emma Perry,
Madi Plummer, Matthew Rose, Gemma Sale, Bodhi Sharman, Danielle Smith, Louise
Stollery, Rhiannon Sweeney, Andrew Warr, Guy Williams, Kimberly Williams, Freya
Young, Rubee Young.



Year 11 News
Year 11 are now Year 12

The beginnig of Term 4 marks the start of Year 11 officially becomingaly 12 students.

This change is a notable one as this is the start of the newl¥estudents’ HSC courses.
This means from now on all assessment task reuullisffect their final HSC result. Please
encourage your new Year 12 student to complete all their assessment tasks by the due date
late assessment tasks will receive a zero grade unless accompanied by a doctor's certific:
and the appropriate paperk.

Jerseys

By now your Year 12 students should have ordered and paid their $40 deposit for their yee
12 Jerseys. A sizing kit for the jerseys should have arrived at school by the time this
Newsletter goes out, this will give the students the oppdst to see the jerseys final design
and to try them on to get correct sizing so we can finalise the order. Please note that once t
order is sent off (Friday 30October) to the manufacturer no additional orders can be made.
The jerseys should be dhaby the end of Week 7.

RRISK

On 28" November Year 12 will be attending the RRISK Seminar at Southern Cross
University. The RRISK Program aims to reduce adolescent risk taking associated with
alcohol and drug use, driving and celebrating. RRISK bu#dgilience by providing students
with knowledge, skills and attitudes to help them make responsible decisions. Students nee
to pay their $8 for the bus to the Front Office and return their permission notes"by 18
November.
Simon Radford
Year 11 now Yar 12 Advisor

Year 12 News

Year 12 students throughout NSW commenced the HSC
this week with the Business Studies Exam. After the 3
hour paper, Bellingen High students emerged from the

| exam room with "thumbs up" , all had found the paper
% 10 be as expect ed. The HSC exams finish on Friday 13th
November with Information Technology. Bellingen High
students will then have their Formal to enjoy on Friday
20th November at Coffs Harbour Race Course.

Photo (1 to r): Tenzin, Jay, Chloe and Kara after their
Business Studies Exam.




Reminder to Year 12

*  Formal tickets must be paid for in full before 12th November

*  To select an appointment time for your official formal photograph
(see the Year 12 Noticeboard)

*  Remember to email Mrs. Gorman with any photos you have from Primary School to
frieda.gorman@det.nsw.edu.au
Frieda Gorman
Year 12 Advisor

From the TAS Faculty
Bello students have great success and fun at
Woodturning!

On Tuesday 20th October, 12 students from Year 9 woodwork participated in a 3 hour
intensive woodturning course. With the help of three members from the Mid North coast
Woodworkers Club, students each turned beautiful rosewood, red cedar and camphor
laurel bowls on the lathe. We hope to do this more often and would like to thank the
club members Col, Brian and Rob for their time and expertise.




