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P & C Meeting

Monday 14 September
7.30pm
Staff Common Room

All Welcome!!

From the Principal

Thank you to the many people who
responded to our newsletter and article

in the paper about vandalism. There
was a very high correlation of names
from independent sources and they have
been forwarded to police. In an ideal
world they are caught and punished.
Many religious and non-eligious
affiliation grapple with just punishment.

We are familiar with "an eye for an eye".
Maybe too brutal. "As you sow so shall
you reap". Generic but perhaps an aged
metaphor. "Whatever you put out there
you will get back three times". A little

more new age but same theme. | prefer

| could say there are busy times ahead
but that is not unique in a school.

Spare a thought for our HSC students in
their last few weeks. This is peak time
for them and there is a lot to be gained

by an effective study program. Don't be
fooled by the sight of a student gazing at
a book hoping the facts will tumble off

the page. The school Library will be
open from Monday to Thursday till 5pm.
It will be manned by myself and teacher
volunteers. We are more than happy to
discuss study techniques with you and
your children. Please encourage Year
12 to use this opportunity.

Robert Stockton

From the Head Teacher

Admin.
Attendance: It's not OK to be
Away

A considerable number of students across

Australia and at our school are &y their
opportunities to perform to their potential
adversely affected by parent condoned
absences.

"What goes around comes around". Once it was the case, that students only
missed school when they were genuinely ill,
but now that has changed. Students are

being allowed to stay awdyom school for

Thanks again it is so refreshing to have
an active demonstration of how this
community cares for Bellingen High
School.
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an ever increasing number of excusgs Year 11 students will begin their

including: interviews with Mr. Stockton and Mr.
g A day off for their birthday Kocek on Tuesday of next week.
1 Aday because relatives are visiting Year 12 students who intend to study
1 A day off to be with parents at home at University need to register on the
1 A day off to look after younger brothers| UAC website before 30 t September.
and sisters Early entry applications must be
1 A day off to go shopping handed in this week.
John Kocek

The thoght of an argument with children to
get them to school often is too great to bear Merit Awards
for some parents. Every day a student
away, they are losing a learning experience. Bellingen High's Merit Awards for Terms 1
Over time, their knowledge base will be full and 2 were announced recently. As
of holes like Swiss cheese. Learning is reported in our  last N ewsletter 233

sequential and attending three out of foyr Student s have reached Silver,  while Abi

lessons leaves gaping holes. Davidson in Year 8 is the only student to
_ _ _ _ reach Gold level so far! Congratulations
A sobering fact is that in Australia today, the Abit

average student will lose one year of
education (200 days) through paren
condoned absences over their school carger
from Prep to Yeat?2.

After love and care the most important thing
that we as parents can give our kids is gn
education. Let 6s dd
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Should you require support in sayiig to
your son/daughter on their attendance or any
other issue please contact us immediately.

Abi  being congratulated by School
We al can work together to make a Principal, Robert Stockton

di fference to your 9gtudentos future.

Be on ti me, Be at schooGQId@'F\QIS(uyerthe rul e

Peter Wilson Excursions
This year's Gold Excursion will be on
From the Cal’eers Tuesday 1% and Wednesday 2 ™
. December with  students attending
Advisor Movieworld and Dreamworld (including

Whitewater World).  Cost for the Gold
Excursion is $210. The Silver Excursion
will be on Tuesday 1 ' December to
Dreamworld (including Whitewater

Year 10 students are reminded that
work experience documents need to be
signed by their host employer an d

returned to school. Time is running World) and this will cost $80.
out for those who wish to work outside
of the local area. We are again running our "lay -by "

system. If you think you will be up for
some costs, whether it is a major




excursion or similar thing, you can pay

the activity off gradually. If for some
reason your child does not go on th e Gold
Excursion and it is before the forfeit of
deposit date, then we will refund your
money. If you wish to take advantage of

the "lay by" system, go to the front
office, nominate the activity and make
your payment.

Permission notes will be distributed next
week for the Gold excursion.

Julie Taylor/Rob Wickham
Coordinators

Year 8 Silver Awards
Semester 1

Luca Bacigalupo, Yasmin Best, Max Bray,
Matilda Brewin, Erinn Britt, Chloe Cant,
Scott Chapman, Jasmine Chew, Natasha
Chivers, Robert Cichra, Isaac Condran,
Ellen Crossman, Abi Davidson, Riley
Dedini, Tiffany Dew, Max Drough,
Natasha Dyason, Tranjil Everett, Indigo
Farmer, Travis Ford, Mikaela Harry,
Cathy Howitt, Jemara Imrie, Ben
Jackson, Abbey Jae, River Kelly, Hayden
Koudela, Nathan Lehr, Jacob Le slie,
Bonnie Lester, Jackson Lynch, Deanna
Mann, Teal Marshall, Aidan Neaves,
Ebony Newbound, Ellie Parker, Phoebe
Ponder, Kieron Puls, Sophie Purcell, Zac
Quinn, Lauren Ray, Hannah Rees, Daniel
Rose, Briony Sipple, Lara Smith, Hayley
Sommerville, Solara S tapleton, Rebecca
Streatfield, Casey Taylor, Jake Taylor,
Samantha Terry, Samuel Vallins, Ben -Jan
Van Hoffen, Arlya Wickham, Mark
Williams, Cassie Windows, Honey Witt -
Cairns. Well done!

From the TAS Faculty
Year 12 IT (Metal)

Year 12 IT (Metal) students have been
busy putting the finishing touches to their
HSC Major Works. An amazing variety of

items were created to an impressive
standard as the following photos show:

Seanwith his chain saw grinder and
with his hydraulic bike stand

Rory

Jack and his barbecue



Carbon dioxide
Dragster Cars

Over the last few week Y ear 9 Graphic s class
designed and built CO , powered dragster
cars. They carved them out of balsa wood
and gave them an airbrushed finish. Last
Thursday teachers Mr. Dillon and Mr. Close
held a race for the dragsters. The cars were
attached to a fixed fishing line and positioned
in a firing pod, and then when the launch
button was pressed a firing pin punctured a
small CO, canister set in the back of the car
sending them into an 80km/h drag race. Lots
of fun was had by all!

Charlie Sheather and
Louise Mitchell

Year 7 students Grace and Luke displaing
some of the cars.

From the Science Faculty

Science and Engineering
Challenge 2009

Congratulations to all participants who took part
in the Newcastle State Finals of the Science
and Engineering Challenge Cup 2009. After
working hard on the morning activities,
Bellingen High School was in the lead.
Unfortunately by the end of the afternoon when
all the scores had been collated, we were
pipped at the post and had slipped into 3"
position. Even so, it was a fantastic effort by all
the students and many thanks to all of our
supportive parents for encouraging your
children to take part.

Cheryl Hook
Coordinator

The Science Challenge group with their
trophy!

Year 12 News

A large group of Bellingen High Year 12
students visited Armidale last week for the
University of New England's Open Day.
Students returned to Bellingen feeling
motivated about their future plans to study
at UNE.

AL

Year 11 News
RRISK Seminar

Each year the RRISK Seminar is a key focus
of the RRISK Program. The Seminar is a
combination of a well designed and multi -
strategic day of activities for Y ear 11
students a ttending North Coast secondary
schools. This year the seminar will be held
at Southern Cross Campus Coffs Harbour on
25t November. Southern Cross University
sponsors the RRISK Seminars by providing



some funding, access and university
facilities and cate ring. Use of these venues
enables schools involved in RRISK to come
together and benefit from a dynamic
program that could not be offered on site at
individual schools.

Topics covered by the RRISK seminars:

1 The latest research on adolescent risk
taking and drug and alcohol use.
Presentation by Paul Dillon of Drug and
Alcohol R esearch and Training, Australia.

1 Risk takin g- 'Breakout' groups of 25 -30
students discussing risky activities
involving drug and alcohol use, drivin g
and partying.

1 Young Driving- A challenge? - Council
Road Safety Officers utili se their
expertise to profi le Road Safety and
young people.

1 How to buy and maintain a safe vehicle -
How to assess a second -hand car,
vehicle modifications.

1 A simulated crash scenario , showing
young people making decisions tha t
result in a motor vehicle crash. The role -
play looks at the consequ ences for the
driver, passenger s and their families.

1 MY STORY- a presentation by a young
man who has been permanently injured
as a result of a motor vehicle crash
invo lving alcohol and drugs.

Permission note s will be sent home early
next term and we hope that all Y ear 11
students will attend.
Simon Radford
Year 11 Advisor

Year 10 News

School Based Trainee and

Apprenticeship Opportunities There

are several positienavailable for Year 10
students who plan to remain at school un
the end of Year 12. This involves paid wor
one day a week, plus a few days during sch
holidays. You must be planning to select tl
subject next year kér at school or through

TVET.

Ll
k Assembly to mark the end of this phase
I00|and wish all well in Year 10.

€ As part

Current vacancies include:

1 Certificate Il Transport and Logistics
(Warehousing} Reece Plumbing, Coffs
Harbour;

1 Certificate Il Business Coffs Harbour
Support Services;

{ Certificate |l Hospitality -
Harbour Support Services;

1 Certificate Il Hospitay - Big Banana,
Coffs Harbour;

1 Certificate |l Retail Cold Rock, Coffs
Harbour;

1 Certificate 1l Community Services
(Aged Care)- 9 positions in Coffs
Harbour, 2 positions in Bellingen.

1 Certificate Il Sport and Recreation
Traineeship AFL, Coffs Harbour

1 Certificate Il Hospitality (Commercial
Cookery)- Coffs Harbour
Please see Mrs. Gorman ASAP If you
are interested. Closing dates for
applications are fast approaching.

Coffs

Year 9 News

Year 9 have a very busy end to the year
ahead of them.

Firstly, the en d of Year 9 marks the end
of the 'middle schooling’ phase of
education that lasts from Year 5 to the

end of Year 9. Think about the changes
that happen during these years. In Year

5 you are a child, but by the end of Year
9 most people are well on their way to
maturing as an adult. What lies ahead is

the seriousness, the stress and the
independence and responsibilities of the
senior years. We will have a special Year

of this t he school has a
leadership pathway that begins next term
with training  to be a leader and then Year



9 students being 'guides' for the Year 6
into 7 Orientation Day. Make sure you
get your application form in!

Also, the school has decided to r evitalise
th e Houses by having Year 10  students as
House Captains and including Bronzes and
Academic prizes as part of the House
Competition. There will be more
inform ation about this soon but this year's
Year 9 will become the first Year 10
House Captains for next y ear at special
House Assemblies to be held in Term 4.

If you would like to be a House Captain in
2010 start preparing your "pitch" to the
House Assembly!

Tom Gyenes
Year 9 Advisor

One Cap Fits All

Local Surf Life Savers visited
Bellingen High School re

to promote surf survival and
recruit volunteers for the up -
coming season

cently

Sport N ews
Students compete strongly
at State Athletics

Congratulations to Jayden Morgan, Rory
Leni han, Wade OO0Mall ey
competed recently at the NSWCHS State
Athletics Championships. They were all part

of the team representing North Coast, with
the Carnival being held at the Homebush
Athletics Track.

Jayden Morgan competing in the 12 years
Long Jump come a creditable 11™. Chris
Thorn was able to place 6" in the 3000m
Walk. Rory Lenihan made the finals for both
the 100m and 200m . He was able to place 5 ™
in the 200m , running a personal best, and 6"
in the 100 m final.

Wa de OO0 Ma |Isliceegsfulvinansnning the
2000 m Steeplechase which is a fantastic
achievement. Unfortunately for Wade this
wholehearted effort probably meant he
wasnot a bwhe bestan the A590 and
3000m events where he has competed
successfully previously.

Well done to all the competitors and your
results are a fine reward for your training
efforts . Also, good luck to those student s
competing at the NSW All Schools Carnival.

Declan Horan
Sports Organiser

Girls Futsal

The 14 years girls finally had their turn to
compete in their first tournament on
Tuesday 25th October at Sportz Central.
They started well with a convincing 8 -1 (Luka
Alford 3, Danika Blackburn 2, Lauren Sale 1,
Hannah Rees 1 and Georgia Brown 1) victory
over Toormina High School. Their second
game was against Coffs Harbour High who
were a lot more aggressive and disrupted the
girls passing game. Despite many close calls
they failed to score and Coffs got a goal
when a defender ran into our goal keeper and
both ended up on the deck. The final score
0-1 in a game the girls should have won. The
fhigrd gemerwiassagaingt @rara High wiago were
outclassed by the Bello girls who came out
winners 4-0 (Luka Alford 2, Danika Blackburn



