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P & C Meeting 
 

Monday 14 September 
 

7.30pm - Staff Common Room 
 

All Welcome!! 
 

 

From the Principal  
 

 

This is just a short note seeking help.  On Friday night 5 of our classrooms had 

suffered significant vandalism.  A bin was also thrown through a large window near 

the Staff Common Room.  We have had extensive help from the Police.  At least two 

of the vandals have cuts to their arm and possibly face.  If you have any leads please 

contact myself or the Bellingen Police.  
 

We are relatively free of much vandalism and this attack is not typical of our 

community.  Can you help? 

Robert Stockton 

Principal  
 

From the Head Teacher Admin. 
Partial Absence from School 

 

There has been a marked increase in the number of students who leave school during the day without 

notifying anyone.  Common excuses are that they felt sick and went home or had contact from mum 

or dad to take them to an appointment. 
 

The school has a duty of care to provide a safe environment for all students during school hours but 

this becomes very difficult when some leave the premises without permission.  Official school hours 

at Bellingen High School are 8.55am ï 3.20pm.  All junior students are expected to be in roll call 

from 8.55am.  Senior students must swipe in before 9.10am to avoid being considered as truanting. 

http://www.bellingen-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/


The procedure if a student needs to leave school before the end of the school day is they provide a 

written request stating the time and reason and present it to Mr. Wilson's office before Roll Call.  

Once it is approved the student takes it to the Front Office where a leave pass is generated.  When 

students have been contacted directly by their parents concerning leaving for whatever reason it is the 

parent's responsibility to collect them from the Front Office and notify our office staff that they are 

taking their child from the school premises ï a leave pass still needs to be issued.  If parents cannot 

pick the child up personally they need to ring the school with details of when the student is to leave 

school, where they are going and how they will get there. 
 

If students are seen out of school by the police and are unable to provide a leave pass the police are 

directed to send the student back to school or in some circumstances escort the student back to school 

personally. 
 

A similar expectation is that students late to school will provide a written explanation for this 

lateness.  It is also treated as truancy.  It is the school's policy concerning students absent from class 

without approval is they be treated as truants and placed on the school's discipline system which may 

involve detention.  Students ignoring the above procedures might be placed on the discipline system 

including detentions for failure to follow school procedures.  Any problems/queries please do not 

hesitate to call the school on 66551315. 
 

Under the Education Act ï 1990 it is a legal requirement for a child to be at school or parents to 

provide a written explanation for any partial absence.  Failure to do so could lead to prosecution.  

Prosecution of parents has already occurred. 
 

Peter Wilson 

 

From the Careers A dvisor  
 

Year 12  students will have a seminar on University applications, early entry and 
scholarships on Wednesday 2 nd  September during their normal Period 3.  This will 
be held in the TLS.  All students eligible for an ATAR (UAI) should attend.  
 

Parents a re asked to assist their Year 10  students in organising a host employer 
for their work experience in late November.  Students have been  issued with all 
necessary docu ments.  The student placement records need to be signed by the 

student, the parent and the  employer and returned to school.  
 

Year 11  will be interviewed by Mr. Stockton and Mr. Kocek towards the end of this 

term.  Their progress will be discussed and any changes to their subject patterns 

can be made.  
 

John Kocek  
 

Bronze Awards  
 

Bronze Award  lis ts are being displayed for Semester 1.  A Silver Award is gained when 
10 Bronze Awards are received and a Gold Award when 20 Bronzes are received.  To 

achieve these levels and be eligible to attend the Gold or Silver Excursions, a student 
must not be on Lo ss of Privileges and not reached Level 3 or above of the school's 

discipline system.  
 

We currently have 233 students who have reached Silver.  We have published the 
names of Year 7 recipients; other years will follow in upcoming Newsletters.  



 

 
Congratulati ons to Abi Davidson in Year 8 who has reached Gold (21 Bronzes), the 

only student to have achieved that goal so far!  
 

Year 7 Silver Awards -  Semester 1  
 

Justin Alford, Elora Allman, Chelsea Balcomb, Darcy Balenzano, Samantha Barker, 

Tamika Bayliss -Auld, Ch ea Benelle, Cara Brown, Karla Brown, Mariah Carter, Corey 
Cross, Lani Dean, Eliza Dedini, Alex Devon, Laura Dillon, Maddie Duclos, Trevellyn 

Dyer, Hayley Erskine, Angelle Fraser, Madalyn Gilmore, Mitchell Guest, Jemima 
Gulliver, Lily Herbert, Jamie Hoad, G eorga Hulbert, Keagan Jones, Maddison Kearsley, 

Tim Ludwig, Ben Mackerras, Alice Malcisi, Bianca Mason, Sara McCann, Shannon 
McLaughlin, Tegan McNeil, Clancy Menzies, Julia Michelsen, Elizabeth Miller, Jarrod 

Mitton, Jayden Morgan, Sara Munnelly, Amber Mur cott, Brodi Naylor, Chelsea O'Shea, 
Lauren Pengilly, Ellie Rae, Kayliegh Ray, Savannah Regan, Megan Riddoch, Courtney 

Scifleet, Casey Sheridan, Savannah Spillett, Charlie Sutton, Sara Swann, Dylan 
Swanston, Hannah Taylor, Dylan Thomas, Luke Thorn, Isabella  Toms, Tiffany Van 

Dam, Elizabeth Walker, Grace Weick, Dean West, Macey Witchard, Emily Woollard and 
Danica Zosars.  Well done!  

 

Gold and Silver Excursions  
 

This year' s Gold Excursion will be on Tuesday 1st  and Wednesday 2nd  December with 

students attendin g Movieworld and Dreamworld (including Whitewater World).   Cost 
for the Gold Excursion is $210.  The Silver Excursion will be on Tuesday 1st  December 

to Dreamworld (including Whitewater World) and this will cost $80.  
 

We are again running our "lay -by" sys tem.  If you think you will be up for some costs, 

whether it is a major excursion or similar thing, you can pay the activity off gradually.  
If for some reason your child does not go on the Gold Excursion and it is before the 

forfeit of deposit date, then we will refund your money.  If you wish to take advantage 
of the "lay by" system, go to the front office, nominate the activity and make your 

payment.  

Julie Taylor/Rob Wickham  
Coordinators  

 

Year 11 News  
Reduce Risk, Increase Student Knowledge (RRISK)  

 
Bell ingen High has accepted an invitation to attend the RRISK seminars on behalf of our  
Year 11 students.  The seminar  will take place on Wednesday 25 th  November at the 
Southern Cross Uni Campus, Coffs Harbour.  All Year 11 students in all local high schools 
have been invited to attend.  
 
The RRISK Program  aims to reduce adolescent risk -taking associated with alcohol and 
drug use, driving and celebrating.  RRISK builds resilience by providing students with 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to help them make respon sible decisions.  The RRISK 



seminars are designed to enhance curriculum based Drug and Road Safety Education and 
Welfare Programs.  
 

The key messages are:  
 

ǅ Plan ahead  

ǅ Make informed decisions  

ǅ Know the facts  

ǅ Look after your friends  
 

In future Newslett ers we will be running a series of RRISK information sheets.  
 

Simon Radford  
Year 11 Advisor  

 

NAIDOC Day 2009 
 

Bellingen High School celebrated NAIDOC Day last Friday with a variety of workshops and 

special guests.  Activities included Gumbaynggirr Language, Bead Weaving, Fibre Art, Dance, 

Bush Tucker, Mural Painting and Films.  One of the highlights of the day included the official 

opening of the Guubuny Resource Centre at Bellingen High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students from Bellingen Primary enjoyed 

 a barbecue lunch with high school students 
 

 

        Year 7 and 8 girls painting the mural 

         on the newly opened Guubuny  

          Resource Centre 

 

 

          Year 7 boys trying some bush tucker 

 

 

 
 

 



Year 10 News 
Hip Pocket Workshops  

 

Bellingen High Year 10 students were lucky enough to participate in YWCA's Hip Pocket 
workshops recently thanks to North Coast Youth Careers Connections.  Students were joined 
by mentors from a variety of organisations - Lyn Owen from Nambucca Valley Youth Centre, 
Lloyd Palmer from Headspace, Anna Joy from Bellingen and Seaboard Youth Services, Darrin 
Allen from The Smith Family, Jaxen Heward from Southern Cross University, Bryce Heward 
from Griffith University and Jean Griffiths who is retired.  
 

Students had fun learning how to manage a budget, beware of "scams", the dangers of credit 
cards and many other useful financial skills. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 10 boys found the 
workshops entertaining!  

Anna, Kanisha and Simon 

enjoying a Hip Pocket 
session  

Year 10 boys and their mentor Jaxen completing 
the budgeting challenge  



 

School Based Trainee and Apprenticeship 
Opportunities for Current Year 10 Students  

 

There are several positions available for Year 10 students who plan to remain at school until 
the end of Year 12.  This involves paid work one day a week, plus a few days during school 
holidays. You must be planning to select the subject next year either at school or through 
TVET.  Current vacancies include: 
 

¶ Certificate II Transport and Logistics (Warehousing) - Reece Plumbing, Coffs Harbour; 

¶ Certificate II Business - Coffs Harbour Support Services; 

¶ Certificate II Hospitality - Coffs Harbour Support Services; 

¶ Certificate II Hospitality - Big Banana, Coffs Harbour; 

¶ Certificate II Retail - Cold Rock, Coffs Harbour; 

¶ Certificate III Community Services (Aged Care) - 9 positions in Coffs Harbour, 2 
positions in Bellingen. 

 

Please see or phone Mrs. Gorman for more information.  
 

From the Computing Department  
 

A reminder that all Year 7 and Year 8 students require a pair of 

earphones for Garageband and iMovie work.  These can be purchased 

cheaply (usually around $2) at local bargain stores.  

Frieda Gorman  

Computing  
 

From the CAPA Facult y 
Music Notes ð Woolgoolga Workshop  

 

Last Monday and Tuesday a large contingency of musicians travelled to Woolgoolga to 

participate in an instrumental workshop.  This workshop was led by one of NSW great band 

and orchestral conductors, Steve Williams.  
 

The workshop was invaluable to those who attended.  They were able to hone their skills, 

improve their technique and develop their ensemble skills.  

 

 

Students travelled  down from Maclean and up 

from P ort Macquarie to attend the workshop.  

Bellingen students , of course, were the 

backbone of the ensemble and were generous 

with their expertise, assisting the younger 

players from different schools.  

 

It was a great experience for many and one 

which we hope can be repeated next year.  

 

 

 



 

Jazz Festival  
 

This was th e third year our jazz band has performed at the Bellingen Jazz Festival and this 

performance was definitely one to remember.  
 

Our array of soloists was fantastic; Robert on Trombone, Esther on Violin, Chris, Nick and the 

rest of the ensemble.  Then out of  the crowd came our ex alto sax player Ben Keough.  What a 

treat to have such talent at our school.  You would have to search far and wi de to find a school 

even close to the talents of Bellingen High.  
 

Congratulations Jazz Band.  

 

AMEB Examinations  
 

Congrat ulations to all the musicians and singers who recently tackled this year's AMEB 

examinations.   Our results were nothing short of amazing with a grand array of A and B 

plusses. 

 

What Now???  We'll get started on the next exam and keep the progress going.  

 

Why do we put ourselves through such torturous things as music exams?  Well, it's an easy 

answer.... to improve our standards of playing in our striving for excellence.  

 

So keep at it musicians you are doing a fantastic job.  

 

Sydney Conservatorium Brass Ens emble 
 

We were very fortunate to have a visit from this quintet.  We gained a great knowledge of brass 

playing, repertoire and an insight into the future as musicians.  
 

Ann  Phelan  
Music Teacher  

 

HSC Practical Exams  
 

With the H SC practical exams soon upon u s the Creative Arts students are hard at work 

rehearsing for their important performances.  Drama students wi ll be examined on Thursday 

10th  September and will present  their pieces to parents and friends in the TLS on Friday 9 th  

September at 6pm.  Bookings  are essential and can be made by calling the front office on 

66551315. 

 

Year 12 Music students will present their works on Friday 11 th  September at 7pm in the MPC 

for family, friends and well -wishers, followed by a similar night for Year 11 on Friday 25th  

September again in the MPC.  

 

Further details can be obtained by calling Steve McNeil or Ann Phelan at the school.  
 

Steve McNeil 
Head Teacher CAPA 



 
 

From the Science Faculty 
News from the Agriculture Plot 

 

As Spring approaches, activity at the Ag Plot is increasing.  Year 9 have begun an in school project 
to monitor the growth rates of this yearôs lambs.  So far we have 10 new lambs, 2 singles and 4 sets 
of twins, with possibly another set of twins from the remaining pregnant ewe.  Also Year 9 with 
some assistance from Year 10 will soon have the arrival of this yearôs steers, which will be prepared 
for showing at both Dorrigo and Bellingen shows. 
 

Both Year 9 and Year 8ôs gardens are progressing slowly, with only some students having 
vegetables to take home. Hopefully with the coming of finer weather these vegetable gardens will 
be more productive. 
 

Layer Chickens 
 

Each year, the students in Year 7 complete a project on the growth of the replacement chickens for 
the Ag Plot.  There are now some extra birds available for sale.  We have a few birds that will begin 
laying in the next month and some one year old hens that are also for sale.  If anyone wants good 
healthy laying hens, they should contact our Farm Assistant, Ms Christine Duver. 

 

AgQuip 2009 
 

This year a small band of students ventured all the way to Gunnedah to AgQuip.  AgQuip is the 
largest field day in Australia and as an agriculture show is only surpassed by the Royal Agriculture 
Shows held in each state capital.  There are a vast number  of  agriculture  related  vendors,  all  of 

who are keen to promote and demonstrate their 
products.  The tyranny of distance required a 
4.00am start, but the students were keen and on 
arrival at AgQuip, quickly spread out to complete 
their worksheets and attempt to get around most 
of the displays, a near impossible task given time 
restraints.  Everyone completed their work and 
each student had a story to tell about a machine 
or an animal that they had seen.  There was even 
just enough time for a few purchases. Despite the 
early start and late return, all the students seemed 
keen for next yearôs trip. Congratulations must go 
to the students for the way that they represented 
the school and thanks to Mr. Dray who assisted 
with the driving of the bus. 

Nick Hiller 
Science Faculty 

 

From the TAS Faculty  

Don't forget your Apron!  
 

Students studying Food Technology in Ye ars 9 and 10 and Technology in  
Years 7 and 8 need to bring a clean  apron for practical lessons.  Aprons can  

be purchased from  the Canteen for $8 or you can get a second hand one   

for $3 at the Food Technology rooms  

 

 


