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P & C Meeting 
Monday 10 August 

7.30pm 

Staff Common Room 

All Welcome! 
 

From the Principal  
 

Welcome back!  There are some big changes for Year 10 students this year.  Our subject selection 

night is advertised elsewhere but parents of Year 10 students, and anybody else leaving school at 

an early age, should be aware that the compulsory leaving age is 17.  The detail s, as usual, is still 

being sorted out but essentially Year 10 students stay at school for Year 11 or attend TAFE or a 

designated traineeship/apprenticeship.  A package is being sent to all schoo ls and hopefully all the 

answers.  In the meantime, it is more important than ever that Year 10 students look at their 

potential courses of study for next year.  
 

Parents will see further changes with absentee notes.  The attendance at this school is very poor on 

average.  An example highlights this observation.  On the first day back this term when everyone is 

usually keen to go to school there was 88 students absent.  We are seeing a trend of single day 

absences.  Parents already receive a letter for two day absences.  A letter for single day absences is 

not practical.  The clerical staff would spend all day just on letters.  
 

We are introducing an SMS text warning scheme that will flag for parents if there are a number of 

days building up.  Sometimes the days are truancies and on other occasions they are absent days 

for various reasons.  Parents will still need to keep track of their children and I don't minimize that 

duty, as parents are bombarded by organization and life in general.  
 

A separate letter requesting a mobile number will be sent to you.  Issues of privacy will be outlined.  

Your participation  is voluntary but I would urge you to work with us on improving attendance.  In 

times of emergency the SMS system will also be used.  I can think of 3 occas ions this year when we 

would have used it! 
 

Every year I tell students and parents that this term is the engine room for performance.  Nothin g 

has changed.  If your child has  been promoted, demoted, stayed in the same place, been 

suspended, nearly been suspended or would improve their attitude th en now is the time to start.  

 

Robert Stockton 
 

http://www.bellingen-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/


From the Relieving Deputy Principal  
Uniform  

 

The canteen has received further supplies of school jumpers and jackets.  Hoodies are not 

appropriate under any circumstanc es for  school, including excursions, sporting visits or non -

uniform days.  
 

The only change to the current uniform policy is the phasing in of polo shirts with the 

school 's logo , which are available from the school canteen.  
 

With warm er  weather approaching please ensure denim shorts purchased and worn are of a 

decent length.  
 

Gold and Silver Excursions  
 

Our Gold Coast Silver and Gold Excursions will be on again at the end of this year.  We will  

publish more information regar ding costs etc. in later Newslette rs.  
 

For students to be eligible for the Gold Excursion they must receiv e 20 Bronze Awards, not 

reach L evel 3 or above and have complied with the school's uniform policy.  
 

For students to be eligible for the Silver Excursion they must receive 10 Bronze Awa rds, not 

reach Level 3 or above an d have complied with the school 's uniform policy.  
 

We are again running our "lay - by" s ystem.  If you think you will be up for some costs, 

whether it is a major excursion or similar thing, you can pay the activity off gradu ally.  If for 

some reason your child does not go on the Gold Excursion an d it  is before the forfe it of 

deposit date, then we will refund your money.  If you wish to take advantage of the "lay by"  

system , go to the front office, nominate the activity an d make your payment.  
Julie Taylor  

 
 
 

From the Head Teacher Admin.  
 

The amount of time senior students are missing from vital class lessons is reaching an 

alarming level and staff are very concerned about the active participation of students in 

class, and their  ability to fully meet the outcomes of various courses.  
 

In an effort to address this problem with seniors, any students who swipe in late without a 

signed explanation from parents/ carers, and so resulting in a missed class will be 

treated as a truant.  They will be required to do lunchtime detentions for the truancy and 

then catch-up the missed time from class, also in their lunchtimes.  Failure to complete 

these requirements will see them formally placed in the schools welfare/discipline 

system which coul d lead to suspension for failure to comply.  
 

I ask for your help in ensuring your children are in class and on task at all times to take 

advantage of the teaching experience offered by the staff at Bellingen High School.  
 

Should you have any concerns pleas e contact me on 66551315. 
Peter Wilson



 

Year 10 Parent Information Night  

Monday 3 August  

7pm 

Bellingen High School MPC  
 

This information night is concerning subject  
selections for Year 11 2010 

 

Coffee and Tea will be available at  the  
conclusion of the pr esentation.  

 

Year 10 News 
Love Bites Program  

 

Love Bites is an early intervention/prevention program on sexual assault and domestic 
violence for male and female students promoting violence -free relationships.  Bellingen High 
Year 10 students are currently participating in this multi -award winning program.  Morning 
sessions included workshops and discussion groups , while afternoon sessions involved "hands 
on" art and music activities to reinforce important issues raised during the day.  
 

Many thanks to Kathy  and Christine from 
Nambucca Family Support Service s, Tabitha 
and Kathy from Drug and  Alcohol Services, 
Amy from Youth Services, Geoff our 
musician and co -ordinators Libby Knight 
and Megan Newbound (Year Advisor).  

 
     A group of year 10 students creating  and 
     recording their Love  Bites song  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Year 10 students Sarah, Toby  and  Year 10 students Drew, Rosie, Louise, Kim  
        Andrew creating a poster.          and Nick enjoying the Art session.  
 



Year 12 News 
 

Our Senior Newsletter will be out this week with important information regarding scholarships, 

apprenticeships and applications for university.  Make sure you get your copy from the Careers 

Noticeboard or at sign in. 
 

Remember the Trial HSC exams start on Wednesday 19
th

 August and go through to Friday 28
th

 August - 

Timetable to follow. 

Frieda Gorman 

Year 12 Advisor 
 

 

From the Careers Advisor 
Defence Force Trade Scholarships 

 

Members of the Defence Force visited Bellingen High on Tuesday and spoke to students regarding 

learning a trade after Year 12.  This will be especially helpful for students who plan to stay on at school 

to complete their HSC - the defence force could pay you $5000 in Years 11 and 12!  Applications close 

very soon - check the defence force website for more information or see Mrs Gorman. 
 

Important Dates 
 

Monday 3
rd
 August  SCU IT Careers Talk (sign up on Careers Noticeboard) 

Thursday 13
th
 August Year 10 Hip Pocket Workshop 

Tuesday 27
th
 October SCU Year 11 Careers Day 

 

Mining Engineering: 
too good to be true?  Find out for yourself! 

 

Mining Engineering is the optimum gateway to: 
 

Å One of the most diverse ranges of graduate career paths  

Å Very high salary levels  

Å Excellent opportunities for travel and career progression at a young age 
 

The UNSW School of Mining is hosting a Mining Engineering Dinner for high school students 

currently in Year 10 or Year 11 to give you the chance to meet with UNSW Mining students and 

industry representatives: ask them directly about their experience and career prospects! 
 

The dinner will be held at the Coffs Harbour Ex-Services Club (Rainbow Room) on Friday 7th 

August 2009 - Space is limited so book early!  Parents and teachers welcome! 
 

For further information and to register please contact Dr Rudrajit Mitra, School of Mining 

Engineering, email: r.mitra@unsw.edu.au, phone on 93855161, or go to www.mining.unsw.edu.au 
 

Frieda Gorman 

Relieving Careers Advisor 
 



From the TAS Faculty  
Families and Food  

 

Year 11 Community & Family Studies (CAFS for short) have been investigating how to 
improve phy sical wellbeing of individuals and families through diet.  Students worked in 
small groups to plan and prepare a meal for different life stages.  
 

There were mains and desserts for pregnant women, yummy soups for granny and gramps, 
healthy party food for ki ds and adults, fillers for adolescents and even baby food!  
 

The best part of all was the eating of course!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to the Colours  
 

Year 7T2 Technology has produced some fantastic 
work in mosaics this year.  As well as an individ ual 
mosaic wall panel which they proudly took home, the 
students have been working in small groups to 
produce a colourful display for the music area.  
 

Each group worked on a different musical 
instrument or section of the external wall of the 
music building  and some extension students from 7T6 
have also been doing some great work on the mural 
behind the scenes.  

 



 
The mosaics have been slowly evolving over the last two terms and are now finished.  
 
The music rooms are visited by many parents and  
members of th e public as it is the rehearsal area for  
the school bands and  instrumental groups as well as  
the Bellingen Youth Orchestra.  
 
Class teacher Mrs. McA ulay said the work is of a  
Very high standard for any student group,  
particularly Year 7.  
 
We hope it brighte ns up t he environment and people enjoy using this area even more.  
 
A big thanks go to Mid Coast Tiles for their ongoing support and donations.  
 

7Tech2  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Roster  
 

MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

3 August  4 August  5 August  6 Au gust  7 August  

Sandy Naylor  Lisa Guest  Ruth Battis  Jullie Weick  Narelle Rhodes  

Sally Toms  

10 August  11 August  12 August  13 August  14 August  

Jo- Anne Pierce  Jenny Harry  Cherie Timms  Debbie Rose  

Cathy McKinnon  

Leonie Adams  

Jill Everett  

17 August  18 August  19 August  20 August  21 August  

Robyn 

Vanzanten  

Craig Dedini  Cindy Williams  Kate Boatfield  Trish Maxwell  

24 August  25 August  26 August  27 August  28 August  

Kari Iggulden   Penny North   Sally Toms  

Jenny Davis  
 


