
 

May 29, 2009 
 

  Bellingen High School 
   NEWSLETTER  
 
 

Telephone: 02 66551 315 
Fax: 02 66552 630 

 

    http://www.bellingen -h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

P & C Meeting  
 

Monday 15 June  
 

7.30pm  
 

Staff Comm on Room  
 

All Welcome!  
 

 

From the Principal  
\  

 

My last comments about the previous floods clearly show my lack of knowledge over 

the likelihood of further floods, so I will keep my thoughts to myself!  
 

It is difficult to communicate the exact status of a sc hool when floods build up in 

different locations.  Local knowledge is useful but lately the patterns have not always 

been predictable.  Generally, getting the students home on a flood day is hectic but 

have happened without major incident.  The difficult t ime is the next phase with the 

classic question "Is the school open?"  The general answer to that question is, "yes".  If 

your road or access is open then the school is open.  On very rare occasions it is 

closed and that information is disseminated through  the SES and the local media, 

notably ABC Regional Radio.  
 

On Monday 25 th May we were swamped (appropriately) by calls to ascertain the 

school's status.  Those calls started at 6.30am in the morning.  If you have received no 

information to the contrary the  school is open and a phone call is unnecessary.  If the 

school is closed then that information will be relayed to ABC Regional Radio by 6.30am 

on the day in question, and also on 2BBB depending on their broadcast hours.  This all 

depends on us having powe réé 
 

Have a good week.  
Robert Stockton  

 

http://www.bellingen-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/


 

From the Head Teacher Admin. 

Mid Year Exams 
 

Next week, Week 6A, sees Years 7, 8 and 9 students sitting exams in their core subjects.  All 

these exams will be done in class time with each subject in a year being sat for at the same 

time irrespective of timetabled lessons. 
 

Students are reminded to ask class teachers about the format of exams and any special 

requirements.  At times when students are not doing a formal exam they will attend normal 

timetabled lessons.  Rolls will be marked! 
 

The timetable schedule is as follows: 
 

Year 7 Monday   1 June  Period 4 Maths 

       Period 6 HSIE 

  Tuesday  2 June  Period 1 Science 

       Period 5 English 
 

Year 8 Tuesday  2 June  Period 4 Maths 

  Wednesday  3 June  Period 3 HSIE 

  Thursday  4 June  Period 1 English 

  Friday   5 June  Period 3 Science 
 

Year 9 Wednesday  3 June  Period 2 Maths 

  Thursday  4 June  Period 3 HSIE 

  Friday   5 June  Period 2 Science 

       Period 5 English 
 

Any student who misses an exam at the above time will have the opportunity to catch-up at a 

later lesson ð see your class teacher to make suitable arrangements. 
 

Enjoy the experience and good luck to you all. 

Peter Wilson 
 

Proposed Trade Centre  
 

Bellingen High welcomed members of the community recent ly to promote the proposed Trade 
Centre for Hospitality and Primary Industries.  Year 11 students prepared tray loads of delicious 
finger food and fruit punch for the event.  

 
 

Photo shows local farmer Gary Eichmann, 
Deputy Principal David Harris, Trade 
Centre Coordinator Jenni Farrands and 
local farmer Mark Perry enjoying the 
chance to get together to discuss the 
proposed trade centre.  
 

 
 
 



 

BCU helps you support your local High School! 
 

Bananacoast Credit Union is offering you an easy way to support your local high 
school!  Not everybody can physically be involved with their children's high school.  
The BCU has started a community savers account where they will donate 1% of that 
balance to a nominated incorporated group.   You  still get your normal  intere st  on 
that account.  By nominating Bellingen High School P & C as benefactors with your 
Community Savings Account, 1% of your annual interest will go directly into school 
funds.  So far, Bellingen High has received $2,600, thanks to 102 local account holders 
who have nominated the P & C.  Camp Creative is one of those account holders.  It 
should be noted that the donors remain anonymous unless they want to let the school 
know that they are involved. 
 
 

Local businesses will be contacted to see 
if they woul d like to be part of the 
program.  Bob Stockton, Principal, 
commented, "This is a painless way for 
busy people to support the P & C.  The 
BCU were one of the first groups to 
support our scholarship program and this 
initiative shows that they are part of ou r 
community.  Staff at BCU 6655 2300 can 
be contacted for information or the 
school on 66551315" 

 

From the Relieving Careers Advisor 
Careers Expo 

 
Year 10 Bellingen High students were lucky enough to visit NCYCC's Career Expo at Coffs 
Racecourse recently.  Students enjoyed learning about options available to them and gathered lots 
of information packs and "freebies" from a variety of training organisations and employers. 
 

Frieda Gorman 
Relieving Careers Advisor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo shows Simon having his hair restyled by TAFE hairdressing student Renee, encouraged by 
Jemma and Kim! 

 

 



From the Year 10 Advisor  
 

Second term is in full swing and by the time this Newsletter is printed Year 10 will have 

completed their mid -year exams ð hopefully with success!  
 

A rem inder to parents that the Y ear 10 "Love Bites" program is going ahead this term in 

Week 9 for English 1 and 2, and in Week 10 for English  3, 4 and 5.  Notes regarding this 

program were given out a while ago, if there is not one at your house, please get yo ur child to 

see me and I will give them one!  
 

Even though mid -year exams are over, Year 10 will still have assessment tasks to complete.  

Please make sure that good work routines are adhered to and tasks are completed on time.  I 

am aware and concerned tha t some Year 10 students are not participating to the full extent in 

all  their subjects and that attendance levels are still an issue for some students.  
 

Megan Newbound  
Year 10 Advisor  

 

Year 10 has the Speed Blitz Blues!  
 

Bellingen High Year 10 students wer e involved in the Speed Blitz Blues Program last week, 

aimed at raising awareness of speed related traffic accidents.  Famous cricket stars talked to 

students as well as representatives from the RTA and the Police Force.  Students had a 

chance to measure t heir bowling speed, watch a DVD presentation, ask questions and collect 

"show bags". 

 

Photos:  (Left) representatives from Cricket NSW with Year 10 students; and (right) Tammy 

and Raven collecting their "show bags".  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



From the HSIE Faculty 

Excursions 
 

It's a busy time at the moment for HSIE excursions.  Year 9 has just done their "Impacts of Flooding" 

excursion and the timing was perfect.  Their PowerPoint reports are due on 11
th
 June. 

 

Year 10 have their Coastal/Waste Management excursion on the 4
th
 June.  This will be a full day 

excursion to Coffs Harbour and will form the basis of an assessment task due on 18
th
 June. 

 

Unfortunately the Year 7 Dorrigo Rainforest excursion had to be cancelled due to recent flooding.  

 

Phil Lynch 

Head Teacher HSIE 

 

From the Science Faculty 
Science and Engineering Challenge 2009 

 

Many thanks to all our intrepid Science and Engineering Challenge participants who braved very 
difficult conditions to take part in this year's competition in Kempsey. 
 

The wet and windy morning was spent constructing a range of wild and wacky contraptions such 
as a catapult, balloon airship, bridge and eco-house.  Other students worked on an energy game 
and a heli rescue. 
 

Unfortunately by lunchtime the weather conditions had deteriorated further requiring us to make 
a mad dash home.  We successfully crossed Lavender's Bridge, just before it flooded (phew!). 

 

Consequently, our brilliant, creative efforts were unable to be  
judged, excluding Bellingen High from the Kempsey round.  
However, there is a chance that we may be invited to participate in 
another region in an attempt to qualify.  Watch this space for more 
info ......... 
 
 

Mr. LeBrocq (who is currently on leave) was in touch throughout the 
day monitoring our progress.  He appreciated the effort made by 
everyone and wishes us luck for the future. 
 
 

Thank you to all involved on the day and well done! 
 

Rodney Manser/Cheryl Hook 
Coordinators 

Egg Cartons 
 

If anyone has any spare egg cartons at home that they would like to get rid of our 
Agriculture Department would love them. 
 

 

 

 

 



From the TAS Faculty 
Food + Students = Party!!!  

 

Year 7T6 proved they were capable chefs during their term of Food Technology. 
 

Some of the meals they prepared during the course were mini quiches, pizza, scones, iced cup 

cakes, fruit kebabs and muffins. 
 

End of term was celebrated with the traditional Year 7 party where a good time and a good 

feed were had by all. 

Fiona McAulay 

Technology 

 

  
 

 

 

Bello Student Sculptures SOLD in Sydney! 
 

Bellingen High students Jack Dillon and Dale Leslie who were selected in the top 16 in the State for 

the Sheetmetal Sculpture Awards, unfortunately did not take home the $1000 first prize but they did 

successfully sell their works at live auction. The school would once again like to thank Aarveebee 

Recycling at Raleigh for their sponsorship of this event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


