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From the English Faculty 
Marele Day - Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 

2008 Ned Kelly Awards 
Winner of the Shamus Award, Presented by Private Eye 

Writers of America 
 

On the last Friday of February, Year 12 Standard English 
were privileged to be visited by the award winning author, 
Marele Day.  The students in this course have been studying 
her novel The Life and Crimes of Harry Lavender as part of 
one of their HSC modules.  During her time with them, 
Marele offered insights into the process of creating a novel, 
from the first spark of an idea through to the finished product.  
They learnt how small and seemingly insignificant events can 
open up a whole world of intrigue, as well as hearing how the 
plot and characters of a novel develop and grow through the 
writing process.  It was a unique and valuable experience for 
all of us and we are most grateful that Marele was able to 
come to Bellingen and offer our students this opportunity to 
hear the ‘inside story’ to their text.  As one student 
commented, “..it was a very beneficial experience.” 

 

Jenny Clement 
English Faculty 
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Bellingen and Seaboard Youth Services 
Young Artists Can Win Cash Prizes! 

 
The Bellingen & Seaboard Youth Services Youth Week Art Exhibition is on again!  
 

Young people aged 12 to 24 living in the Bellingen and Seaboard areas can enter their artworks 
and have a chance to win cash prizes in each category. 
 

There are multiple categories that young people can enter work in.  The traditional categories 
include painting, drawing, 3D/sculpture, fashion design/textiles/jewellery, photography and creative 
writing.  For creative writing, young people can enter poetry, song lyrics and short stories (2000 
words maximum).  
 

The closing dates for entries are Monday 23 March 2009.  
 

Entry forms can be collected from the Bellingen & Seaboard Youth Services office, the Bellingen 
Neighbourhood Centre or downloaded from the Youth Services Website www.bnc.org.au/youth  
 

Artworks are to be delivered with entry forms to either the Bellingen & Seaboard Youth Service or 
the Bellingen Neighbourhood Centre, both located at the Council Grounds, Hyde Street, Bellingen. 
 

The artworks will be on display throughout Youth Week from 28 March to 5 April 2009.
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